
Site and Development Standards for 
Detached ADUs (DADUs)

DADUs are permitted in Southeast Seattle (south of I-90 and east of I-5)

See Council Bill 115666 for more details.

Objectives/Intent Development Standards

Basic site requirements help 
ensure space is available to 
fi t a DADU and to maintain 
adequate open space

Minimum Lot Size 4,000 ft2

Minimum Lot Width 25 ft

Minimum Lot Depth 70 ft

Maximum Total Lot Coverage 
(Including Main Structure)

35% (or 1,750 ft2, whichever is 
greater)

Maximum Rear Yard Coverage 40%

Maximum heights 
proportionate to lot width to 
minimize overshadowing of 
existing homes and privacy 
of adjacent homes

Lot Width (feet) Less 
than 30

30-35 36-40 Greater 
than 40

Maximum Base Height (feet) 12 14 15 16

Maximum Roof Pitch Height (feet) 15 21 22 23

Maximum Shed or Butterfl y Roof 
Pitch Height (feet) 

15 18 19 20

Gross fl oor area limits help 
ensure that the size of 
DADUs are appropriate for 
the lot

Maximum Detached ADU Gross 
Floor-to-Lot-Area Ratio 

ADU fl oor area is limited to 20% 
of the lot size, not to exceed 800 
square feet including garage 
and storage area if part of 
detached ADU structure.

Setbacks ensure space is 
maintained between DADUs 
and surrounding lots

Minimum Side Yard Setback 5 ft to property line; 10 feet on 
corner lots.

Minimum Rear Yard Setback 5 feet; no setback when rear 
lot line is adjacent to alley, 12 
feet from the alley centerline 
when a garage faces the alley.

Parking requirements help 
maintain on-street parking 
availability

Off Street Parking Space One per new unit required with 
some exceptions (same as for 
attached ADUs).

Proper entrance location 
can help protect privacy

Location of Entry Entrances may not be located 
on facades facing the nearest 
side lot line or a rear lot line 
that does not abut an alley or 
right-of-way.

The conversion of existing 
structures can result in 
minimal impacts and 
can help maintain 
neighborhood character.

Conversion of Existing Structures Existing structures built 
before June 1, 1999, may 
be converted to detached 
ADUs, so long as the extent of 
nonconformity is not increased.

August 2006


